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CLASSIFICATION: 



DATE: 



11/16/88 



FROM: 
TO: 



Director, FBI 
^AC, Atlanta (44 -v^flEW) 



UNSUB (S) ; <c 



MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH MEMBERS - VICTIMS 
CIVIL RIG-HTS 
00 : AJPL^ANTA 

/Reference Director to All SACs airtel dated 9/9/88. 

^Enclosed is a copy of a 11/14/88 Washington Times 
newspaper article entitled "Klan rallies near black church." 

The facts set forth in the article indicate a possible 
violation of the newly enacted statute Title 18, U.S.C., Section 
247, (Damage to Religious Property; Obstruction of Persons in the 
Free Exercise of Religious Beliefs) . Accordingly, Atlanta should 
conduct an investigation pursuant to instructions set forth in 
referenced airtel . 
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Klan rallies j 
eitear black church . % 

■ POWDER SPRINGS, Ga. — Ku 1 
Klux Klansmen burned a wooden 
cross during a rally in a suburban 
Atlanta county in full view of a 
mostly black congregation gath- 
ered in a nearby church. 
v .Children stood on pews inside 
the Macedonia Baptist Church in 
west Cobb County and watched the 
cross burn Saturday. . \ 

\ "I'm just going to cry for the 
South," said Leonard Broadnax, 
chairman of Macedonia's deacon 
board. "I thought this was a thing 
■ of the past" i I 

About 50 Klansmen gathered for 
the two-hour rally. . / £ 

Kelly Ramsey, owner of the % 
property where the rally was held, 
said she asked the Klan to conduct 
the rally "to send a message" to ; 
members of the church, which ^ 
r opened near Powder Springs about 

month ago. 
- - She declined to say what the 
message was. 
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FD-610 (Rev. 10-9-85) 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

Attn: Criminal Investigative Division 
Civil Rights Unit 

FROM: SAC, mimSA (44B-6681) (P) 
1 . Title: (use additional page if necessary) 



AIRTEL 



UNSUBS, aka Ku Klux Klan; 

BftPTIST CHUECH MEMBERS, 
3P05vDER SPRINGS, G&. ~ VICTIMS 
CR(B) 

OOsAT r 
$itle "Changed" to add 
as Powder Springs r Ga. location of victim"^ 

mcmmA baptist chufch members - victims. 

Re: Bureau airtel to Atlanta dated 11/16/8&. 

Office of Origin File No: 44 B - 6631 

Auxiliary Office File No: 
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2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 



UNSUBS ,AK& Ku Klux Klan, as well 
^itj^-p^^ously casriaa as UNSUB(S); 



(include alpha) 

(initial submission only) 



. initial submission . 



supplemental submission 

latter Type: (check more than one if applicable) 



No Brutality 

□ Law Enforcement 



□ Non-Law Enforcement 
xx 



A. Brutality 

□ Law Enforcement 

□ Non-Law Enforcement 

B. Violence 

□ Racial □ Religious □ Other 

C. ISS Matters 

□ Migrant Victim □ Other 

D. Known/Suspected Extremist Group 

□ Klan □ Other 

Use to describe above (check all applicable) 
□ Arson □ Injury □ Property damage 

□ Death □ No injury ^ Cross burning 

6. Date of incident 11/12/00 7 - Date of complaint W / A * 

8. Synopsis of case: 



5feed*by bureau 



Subject invited Ku Klux Klan to hold a rally on her property and burn a 
cross. Prperty is adjacent to newly constructed victim church/ v&ich is a black 
congregation. Subject allegedly told a reported that she was ''sending a message to the 
church ine&toers" but did not elaborate* local authorities covered the rally , and advised 
no laws broken, no threats, and no trespass* Considered as a distasteful, but legal 
peaceful assaribly. 



9. Significant case □ Yes No (if yes, provide reason) 
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U.S. Government Printing Office: 1986—162-743 




U.S. Department Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 



Atlanta, Georgia 
November 28, 1988 



[ 



J. B. STONER; 



] 



TRUE KNIG HTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN (KKK ) ( DOUGL AS COUNTY); 



r 



SOUTHERN WH ITE KNIGHTS OF THE KKK /GWINN ETT , COUNTY ) ; 
INVISIBLE EMPIRE KNIGHTS OF THE KKK (GEORGIA) ; 

' — — ; x 

CABAMA) ; 



NORTH GEORGI A KNIGHTS OF THE KKK (ROSSVIL LE, GEORGIA); 

MOUNTAIN KNIGHTg~ OF THE KKK (LOOKOUT MOU NTAIN, TENNESSEE); 

NATIONAL KNIGHTS OF THE KKK ( STOCKBRIDGE , GEORGIA); 

UNSUBS ; 

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH MEMBERS, 
POWDERS SPRINGS, GEORGIA - VICTIMS 
' CIVIL RIGHTS 



he 
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On Nove mber 12, 1988 c a Ku Klux Klan rally wasJiald—cpn 
property owned by I — — | un( j er the j_ nv itation of 



a relative of 



j Ttiis rally was conducted with the 



use of a public address system, and a large cross was burned 
during the rally. It is noted that this property is adjacent to 
the property upon which is situated the Macedonia Baptist Church, 
near Powder Springs, Georgia, and according to a newspaper 
article, services were being held at the time of the rally. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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m m 

Bicentennial of the United States Constitution (1787-1987) 



* 



I [ allegedly made a comment to a reporter 

that she had invited the Klan to hold this rally in order to 
"send a message to the church members", but did not elaborate. 

Contact with Sergeant | | Cobb County 

Police Department, Intelligence Division, who had covered -this 
event, revealed that the rally was peaceful, no direct threats or 
racial slurs were made to members of the congregation on the 
adjacent property, although certain racial slurs were voiced 
during speeches. There was no trespass against the property of 
the church, and no confrontations between individuals. The 
original intent of the Klan members was to hold this rally at a 
park in Smyrna, Georgia, howeve r, a permit was denie d, which 
precipitated that invitation by I ~b o hold the 

rally on this private property. Sergeant I j believes that 

the majority of the members who attended this rally were not 
aware before hand that it was in the close proximity of a church. 
It is noted t hat the M acedonia Baptist Churc h is a black 
congregation. | | stated that apparently j ~~| had 

attended services at this church on se veral occ asions in the 
past, and that people who lived on the | I property had 

helped with repairs of the church, and had been the recipient of 
help fro m members of the church congregation in repairs to the 
| 1 home . Consequently, the motive for th is rally being 

held , and the com ments allegedly attributed to I l are 
unclear. | l sta ted that at the conclusion of the rally, one 

of the members of the | I family called the local National 

Association for the Advancement of Color People (NAACP) Chapter, 
and advised that | | is crazy". 



I I has been in touch with | J a local 

representative of the NAACP, who agreed that the Klansmen were 
within their rights in holding the rally, and that although 
distasteful, it was a legal, peaceful assembly. 

| l advised that the individuals listed in the above 

title were the most notable characters identifiable, and there 
were a total of 84 men, women, and children at the rally with 21 
robes being observed. 

On November 23, 1988, Sergeant | "[ advised that he 

is aware of a prayer vigil to be held on Saturday, November 26, 
1988, which will be sponsored by a number of community churches 
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and organizations, the purpose of which is to "send a strong 
message to the Klan that the black community will not f^LL±L 
intimidation tactics of any terrorist group" . Sergeant 



advised that through his Intelligence Network, he has developed 
no information to indicate that there will be any counter 
demonstration or attempts to disrupt this prayer vigil. 

An article appearing in the Marietta Daily Journal on 
Tuesday, November 22, 1988, regarding the planned prayer vigil is 
set forth as follows: 
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ADDENDUM : 



he 



On November 29, 1988, | | Cobb hie 

County Police Department, Intelligence Division, Marietta, 
Georgia, advised that the prayer vigil at MACEDONIA BAPTIST 
CHURCH had been held on November 26, 1988 without incident, and 
no Klan presence was visible. The meeting was covered by three 
local television stations. 

No further inquiry will be conducted at the Atlanta 
Division of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in this matter. 
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Vigil set 
near Klan 
rally site 

By Doug Oliver 

Marten* batty ^oumal tun Writer 

A prayer vigil in response to 
recent activities of the Ku Klux 
Klan in Cobb County will be held 1 
Satuday at the Macedonia Baptist 
Church in Powder Springs, site of a 
cross-bumihg 1Q days ago. ■ - 

Mack Eppinger, owner of Bradley 
Eppinger Funeral Home in Marie^ 
ta,' said sponsors, are expecting a 
large crowd at the church site in 
west Cobb. 

' According to program organizers, 
the meeting will ''send a strong 
message" td the Klan that tte black 
community will not fall to intimida- 
tion tactics oi any ^"terrorist 
group:" 

Members of the Klan from three 
states participated in the cross- 
burning and rally Nov. 12 oh the 
property of Kelly Ramsey who 
invited the Klan there. She said in a 
news account the rally, adjacent to 
the Macedonia Baptist Church, was 
intended to send a message to the 
church mepfibers l but she would not 
elaborate. 

The prayer, vigil, scheduled for 11 
ja.m. until 2 p.m., is being sponsored t 
by a number of local church and 
civic groups including Cobb Minis- 
terial Alliance, 2ion Baptist Churchy 
pleasant Grove Baptist Church. 
Tabernacle 4 Gburch^of God in Christ, 
Unity Leadership Group, Citizens 
for Progress, Ladies of Essences 
and Concerned Citizens of Cobb 
County. 

These groups will provide bus 
transportation to and from the 
meeting* Buses will leave at 10 a.m. 
from Zion Baptist Church, 165 
Lemon St., Marietta; Mount Zion 
Baptist Church, Davenport Street, 
Smyrna; and Tabernacle of God in 
Christ, 6058 Causey Chapel . Road, 
Austell. 

Thomas Carter, a spokesman for 
the meeting, said west Cobb resi- 
dents have been targeted for support 
of the meeting, since it took place in 
that part of the county. 

Macedonia Baptist Church is at 
3487 Macedonia Road in Powder 
Springs. 



en 

CL 



CD 

3 
a- 

CD 
— * 

to 
to 



CD 
00 
00 




AIRTEL 



11/29/88 



TO: 




DIRECTOR, FBI 

(ATTN: CTD, CIVIL RIGHTS UNIT) 



SAC, ATLANTA (j44B-6681) 



CHANGED 



J. B. STONER; 





TRUE KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN (KKK) 
(DOUGLAS COUNTY); 

OT^HERlj WHITE KNTGHTS OJb' THE KKK ' 
(GWINNETT COUNTY): 

I . I- 



INVISIBLE^ EMPIRE KNIGHTS OF THE KKK (GEORGIA); 
^MVISIBLB EMPtlRE OF THE KKK . (ALABAMA) ; 

NORTH GEORGIA KNIGHTS OF THE KKK 
( ROSSVILLE , GEORGIA) ; 



MOUNTAIN KNIGHTS OP THE KKK 

( LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN . TF NNFiSSFW 



NATIONAL KNIGHTS OF THE KKK 
^STOCKBRIDGE , GEORGIA); 
UNSUB 

MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH MEMBERS 
POWDERS SPRINGS, GEORGIA - VICTIMS 
CR (B) 

00: ATLANTA 



2 - Bureau 
l)- Atlanta 
GR : lh , 
(3) 
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Ql IT-GOING 
SEARCHED 



INDEXED _____ 
FILED 



AT 44B-6681 



Title marked "CHANGED" to add subje cts in additio n 

to i ~1 Title previously carried as | ~| 

UNSUBS, aka KU KLUX KLAN; MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH MEMBERS, 
POWDER SPRINGS, GEORGIA - VICTIMS. 

Re Atlanta FD-610 dated 11/22/88. 



Enclosed for the Bureau are three copies of a 
self-explanatory LHM, for appropriate dissemination to U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 
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(Copies to Offices Checked) 



□ Albany 

□ Albuquerque 

□ Alexandria 
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K3 Atlanta 

□ Baltimore 

□ Birmingham 

□ Boston 
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□ Charlotte 

□ Chicago 

□ Cincinnati 

□ Cleveland 

□ Columbia 

□ Dallas 

□ Denver 

□ Detroit 

□ El Paso 
Honolulu 



□ Houston 

□ Indianapolis 

□ Jackson 

□ Jacksonville 
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□ Los Angeles 

□ Louisville 
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Miami 
Milwaukee 
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□ 
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□ Minneapolis 

□ Mobile 

□ Newark 

□ New Haven 

□ New Orleans 

□ New York City 

□ Norfolk 



□ ASAC, Brooklyn-Queens (MRA) 
TITLE: 



Oklahoma City 
Omaha 
Philadelphia 

□ Phoenix 

□ Pittsburgh 

□ Portland 

□ Richmond 

□ Sacramento 

□ St. Louis 

□ Salt Lake City 
San Antonio 
San Diego 
San Francisco 

□ San Juan 

□ Savannah 

□ Seattle 

□ Springfield 

□ Tampa 

□ Washington Field 

□ Quantico 
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TO: LEGAT, 

□ Bern 

□ Bogota 

□ Bonn 

□ Canberra 

□ Hong Kong 

□ London 

□ Mexico City 

□ Montevideo 

□ Ottawa 

□ Panama City 

□ Paris 

□ Rome 

□ Tokyo 
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UNSUBS, AKA KU KLUX KLAN; 
MACEDONIA BAPTIST CHURCH MEMBERS, 
POWDER SPRINGS, GEORGIA - VICTIMS; 
CIVIL RIGHTS 00: ATLANTA 44B-66 81 
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Retention 
□ optional 



For appropriate 
□ action 



□ Surep, by . 



□ For information 

□ The enclosed is for your information. If used in a future report, □ conceal all sources, 
□ paraphrase contents. 

□ Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA 

dated 



RE; Atlanta PD-610 dated 11/22/88. 



REMARKS 



Enc. 

Bufile 

Urfile 



Atlanta is advised that, in cases where a 
complaint is referred by the Bureau, the 
proper date "of complaint to use in item 
#7 on the FD-610 is the date it is 
received in Atlanta. No action i s 
r equired by Atlanta as this is being 
submitted for informational purposes'" only . 
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Subject 


Date 


Notice of File Closing 
CIVIL RIGHTS MATTER 





To 



Director 



From 



Acting 



Federal Bureau of Investigation (r 5 Assistant Attorney General 

. M Civil Rights Division 



This is to inform you that as of this date your field office 
file numbered . dated has been 

filed. 

The victim in this matter is HflCfi*i't« byhjj C\*vfc\* jMC iM^O 
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Retention For appropriate 

G For ^formation G optional G action ti Sorep. by 

Q The enclosed is for your information, it used m a luture repot t< I 1 conceal a« u>u*ceb. 

Q paraphrase contents. 
G Enclosed are corrected pages from report olSA 

dated 

Remarks: 

The enclosed U. S* Department of Justice 
Notice of File Closing should bu placed 

in the appropriate field office file. 
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